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There are many ways of seeing Jesus.  People think of him as a healer, a teacher, as someone who is part-God and part-Human, as a saviour, as a prophet, a fully-human being who had an unusual connection with the Holy Spirit, and maybe more.  He is or was, in many meanings of the expression, “larger than life.”  

The part of the Jesus story that I find most inspiring is his life as a revolutionary.  Of course I like to think of Jesus as an example of kindness and compassion – as a model of good behaviour with other people, based in Love.  But I also want to acknowledge him as a political force, someone who challenged the prevailing officials to use their power responsibly for the welfare of their citizens, rather than in the service of their own greed or grandiosity.  

Jesus the revolutionary was a man who had the courage of his convictions, even to the point of being willing to die for them. He had to be crucified – he was a threat to the establishment.

Easter is the celebration of resurrection and new life coming out of the physical death of Jesus.  

You don't have to believe literally in the facts of this story, even if you are a devout Christian.  But as metaphor, the concept of resurrection is a powerful one.  We, too, can use it – we don’t have to give it away to fundamentalists who would own it for themselves.  Resurrection implies more than release from death; it invites us into a spiritual renaissance.  

Perhaps the central meaning of Easter is that human beings are capable of letting go of our older and more limited selves and of being reborn into new creativity, relatedness and wholeness.

This is a particularly potent message now – for individuals and for us as citizens of the world. 
The world is in need of creativity and relatedness!  There is injustice and suffering here and abroad. The potentates that authorized the crucifixion of the revolutionary Jesus have their modern counterparts as well.  They exist in Libya and Egypt, the Congo and Iraq.  They also exist here in Canada – in those who use their money or authority without regard for the human suffering imposed by their decisions.  

Marcus Borg, a scholar associated with “The Jesus Seminar”, speaks of “The Dream of God.”  What he is talking about is a vision of a world made fair and all her people one – where there is peace and justice, equity and compassion among human beings and respect for the interdependent web of life.

Marcus Borg understands the crucifixion of Jesus as a result of Jesus’ passion for “the dream of God.”  Jesus was critical of the domination system of his time – he was a kind of whistle-blower, if you like.  Therefore, he had to be assassinated.  The rulers of his world, the Roman Empire, were saying No to God’s dream.  

But – in the story, Jesus comes back to life. The Easter story, in Borg’s metaphor, was God’s saying “No” to those in power. Theologically, it is the in-breaking of God’s miracle into the ordinary course of events.

Put another way, it is a statement to us that a new way is at hand - the way taught by Jesus the revolutionary and rabbi. “Jesus left behind the gift of his teachings, a distillation … of the basic teachings of his Jewish ancestors: That compassion and justice are what link us to the Divine …” (Matthew Fox, Tikkun website)
I see it that we can be the in-breaking of miracle.  As human beings form communities, we can support each other in our desire for a world of fairness.

As we face a federal election, there is room for a renewal of commitment to compassion and fairness in our society. a reminder to give our energies and attention to that which is Good, and life-affirming - to embrace that which protects and saves Life.
On a personal level, we have all known the pain of rejection or defeat.  We have all known the death of a dream.  And we have all known the fear and uncertainty in starting something new.  Every day, somebody wants to flee, to hide from the pain, to give up on the future.
As we face our own losses and need for resurrection, we, too, are needing to embrace that which is life-giving.

“We do not die once. We all die many times. Life does that to us with our losses, our betrayals, our own mistakes and emptying out. But we also resurrect on a regular basis as well. We forgive, we are forgiven, we bottom out, we move on, we give birth anew …” (Matthew Fox, Tikkun website, 21/4/11)
For all that Good Fridays are very real, often leaving us feeling spiritually bereft, there are always Easters, too.  We can sometimes be agents of Easter, or assistant agents. 

There is a children’s song called “New Ground” by Peter Alsop, and the chorus of it has lovely words.

“Watch for a sign, keep your heart alive, the spirit breaks new ground whenever something dies.  Watch the shadows closely, the tears will clean your eyes.  The spirit breaks new ground whenever something dies.” 

It is important to notice signs of new life.  You don't know when “something” will happen, something will break through, you don't know when or how the energy will shift unexpectedly – and the stone will be rolled away, and you will see light.


Stay present to possibility.  You don't want to miss it.

I know that some of you are at a change-point in your lives – something new is coming up for you, and you are letting go of something old.  What needs to be born into your life right now?  What has died, leaving an empty tomb, needing for something new to be born?  What needs to die, to make room for something new to be born?

Hope can be born again.  Possibility can be born again.  Love can be born again.  

The pain of Good Friday does not go away two days later when Easter morning dawns. It is still there.  But human beings are not one-dimensional.  We are able to feel sorrow and joy at the same time; we are able to be in amazing pain and to have hope for a better future, at the same time.  For the most part, we are very attached to life, and given a choice, we want to stay alive, to keep on keeping on, even when things are difficult.  I am truly Awed and Inspired by what I have seen people live with and through.
When the transformation comes, it may not be joyful: it may be accompanied by confusion or perplexity or fear, or simply relief.  And the transformation, like other resurrections, will need maintaining with a new kind of life-giving action, different from the old ways.  But it will be filled with possibility of new life.  This is true for us as individuals, true for us as community, true for the world.
We are here, searching for meaning in life, hopeful for the future.  We are here in community, ready to give to each other, remembering stories of resurrection.  
Through it all, a love of life and hope continue.   
May it be so.
